
Press Release 

 

 

                                  
          

 

SAFILO PRODUCES FIRST SUNGLASSES MADE WITH OCEAN 
WASTE PLASTIC FOR THE OCEAN CLEANUP 

 
TURNING THE POLLUTION OF YESTERDAY INTO THE CLEANUP OF TOMORROW 

 
PART OF SAFILO’S SUSTAINABILE BUSINESS COMMITMENT TO 

PEOPLE, PRODUCT, PLANET 
 

 
Padua, October 24, 2020 – Safilo Group, a worldwide leader in the design, manufacturing and distribution 
of eyewear, announces the first eyewear product from recycled plastic especially made for The Ocean 
Cleanup, the well-known Dutch non-profit environmental organization that develops advanced 
technologies to extract plastic pollution from the oceans. 
 
The Ocean Cleanup sunglasses are made with injected plastic deriving from the Great Pacific Garbage 
Patch (GPGP), using an innovative upcycling process able to include types of plastic that have traditionally 
been more difficult to recycle, turning them into a high-quality and safe material.  
 
Available in limited-edition, each pair of sunglasses will carry a unique QR code that directly connects the 
user to background information about the product, the project and the specific place where the marine 
plastic pollution was removed from. Each pair of sunglasses is estimated to enable cleaning an equivalent 
of 24 football fields worth of the GPGP and when every pair from the first batch is claimed, that will equate 
to approximately 500,000 football fields of clean-up in the GPGP. The sunglasses will be available 
exclusively on The Ocean Cleanup website, and 100% of the proceeds will go to the continuation of the 
clean-up mission. 
 
“I am very proud of this new project which we have developed in conjunction with The Ocean Cleanup,” 
commented Angelo Trocchia, CEO of Safilo Group. “More than a year ago, Boyan called us and explained 
the project he had in mind, and we felt honoured to be part of this mission to give a second life to the plastic 
collected from the ocean. Our design team worked hard to combine our long history of eyewear 
manufacturing with material innovations to ensure the high quality, stylistic content and uniqueness of this 
final product. Our investment in using recycled materials is aligned with our continued efforts towards 
promoting a responsible business and is part of Safilo’s commitment to People, Product and Planet.” 
 
“We are happy to have joined forces with Safilo, one of the top global eyewear companies, for the creation 
of our first product made from the trash we collected in the Great Pacific Garbage Patch. It’s important that 
we team up with reliable brands, so I’m happy to see them added as another reputable name on our list of 
most valued partners,” said Boyan Slat, Founder and CEO of The Ocean Cleanup. “The partnership with 
Safilo proved crucial in transforming the plastic we removed from the ocean into useful, durable products: 
these beautiful sunglasses. The proceeds from this product will help fund our mission, and we hope they 
serve as another way to increase global awareness of the urgent need to remove plastic from our aquatic 
ecosystems.” 
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About Safilo Group 
Safilo Group is a worldwide leader in the design, manufacturing and distribution of sunglasses, optical frames, sports eyewear and 
related products. Thanks to strong craftsmanship expertise dating back to 1878, Safilo translates its designs into high-quality 
products according to the Italian tradition. Through an extensive wholly owned network of subsidiaries in 40 countries and more 
than 50 distribution partners in key markets throughout North and Latin America, Europe, Africa, the Middle East, Asia Pacific 
and China, Safilo is committed to quality distribution of its products in nearly 100,000 selected points of sale worldwide. Safilo’s 
portfolio encompasses its own core brands Carrera, Polaroid, Smith, Safilo, Blenders, Privé Revaux, and licensed brands Dior, Dior 
Homme, Fendi, Banana Republic, BOSS, David Beckham, Elie Saab, Fossil, Givenchy, havaianas, HUGO, Jimmy Choo, Juicy 
Couture, kate spade new york, Levi’s, Liz Claiborne, Love Moschino, Marc Jacobs, Missoni, M Missoni, Moschino, Pierre Cardin, 
rag&bone, Rebecca Minkoff, Saks Fifth Avenue, Swatch, and Tommy Hilfiger.  
 
Listed on the Italian Stock Exchange (ISIN code IT0004604762, Bloomberg SFL.IM, Reuters SFLG.MI), in 2019 Safilo recorded 
net revenues for Euro 939 million. 
 
About The Ocean Cleanup 
The Ocean Cleanup develops advanced technologies to rid the world’s oceans of plastic. Founded in 2013 by Boyan Slat, The 
Ocean Cleanup now employs approximately 95 engineers and researchers. The foundation is headquartered in Rotterdam, the 
Netherlands. Instead of going after plastic debris with vessels and nets – which would take many thousands of years and billions 
of dollars to complete – The Ocean Cleanup plans to deploy a fleet of long floating barriers that act as an artificial coastline, 
enabling the winds, waves, and currents to passively catch and concentrate the plastic. Once fully operational, the full fleet of 
passive collection systems is expected to remove 50% of the Great Pacific Garbage Patch every five years’ time. After years of 
conducting reconnaissance expeditions, scale model tests, and the deployment of prototypes on the North Sea, the first ocean 
cleanup systems were deployed into the Great Pacific Garbage Patch in 2018 and 2019. Once proof of technology is achieved, The 
Ocean Cleanup can commence full-scale cleanup and begin removing vast amounts of ocean plastic that have been accumulating 
in the ocean for decades. In October 2020, The Ocean Cleanup, in close cooperation with partners in the value chain, for the first 
time went ‘full circle’ and presented its first product, made from the Great Pacific Garbage Patch, with 100% of the proceeds going 
to the continuation of the cleanup. Complementary to its approach to solving the legacy problem of plastic in the ocean garbage 
patches, the organization developed the Interceptor™ technology to help prevent plastic garbage from entering the oceans. 
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